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EFFICACY OF THE PEACE-PRINCIPLE IN CONTRAST WITH 
WAR-MEASURES. 

The advocates of war insist on the necessity of menace and 
violence to secure our rights ; while a pacific policy abstains 
from such means, and employs kindness, conciliation, and the 
various methods of moral suasion, for the attainment of the 
same object. Here is the war-principle in contrast with that of 
peace ; and we subjoin some recent illustrations of their com- 
parative efficacy. 

1. Gen. Scott in South Carolina. — The high reputation 
of this officer as a pacificator is well known ; but our community 
are not aware of the manner in which he disarmed the nullifiers 
of South Carolina, without shedding a drop of blood. The 
whole State was ready and fully determined to resist every 
effort for the enforcement of the national law. Gen. Scott was 
entrusted with this critical service, and despatched, with a select 
corps of officers, to Charleston as the focus of nullification, and 
the probable scene of conflict. On his arrival, he found the 
popular mind extremely exasperated, and needing only a slight 
provocation to burst forth in acts of violence and revenge. 
This state of things he had fully anticipated, and strictly 
charged his subordinate officers not to retaliate or resent any 
insults that might be offered them, but to treat all such 
offenders with forbearance, respect, and kindness. They did 
so ; and, though received at first with great indignity, and 
plied with every sort of abuse and insult, even in the open 
street, apparently for the purpose of goading them to such 
deeds of violence as would furnish a plausible pretext for 
bloody resistance, they persevered in their pacific course until 
the chafed and rebellious spirit of nullification was subdued 
without a single blow from the arm of war. We are not at 
liberty to go further into details ; but Scott said the object of 
his mission was virtually accomplished, before the arrival of his 
soldiers, by his timely and dexterous application of the peace- 
principle. The threat of coercion had roused the chivalrous 
Carolinians into rage ; the kind, forbearing, and generous 
policy of Scott not only disarmed their wrath, but won their 
confidence ; and thus was amicably settled a dispute which 
might, if managed only on the war-principle, have drenched 
not South Carolina alone, but the whole land, in blood, and 
torn our Union into fracments. 
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2. Our Border Difficulties. — These have been man- 
aged alternately on the peace and the war principle. Gov. 
Kent, when required by an act of the Maine Legislature to 
ascertain, if possible, the treaty line of 1783 by actual survey, 
sent to the governor of New Brunswick a courteous letter, stating 
the object of the survey, assuring him that it was not intended 
to prejudge the question in dispute between the British and 
American governments, and expressing the hope that he 
would allow the commissioners to proceed without resistance 
or suspicion. Gov. Harvey, not to be outdone in courtesy by 
the governor of Maine, wrote an answer equally courteous, 
and interposed no obstacle whatever to the proposed survey. 
It was not a threat, but a proposal, not a demand, but a re- 
quest ; the spirit, manifested by one governor, was promptly 
and cordially returned by the other; and the whole affair 
passed off without danger, animosity, or suspicion. 

Now, mark the result of the war-principle. When the 
present governor of Maine, in pursuance of a secret resolve of 
her Legislature, sent an armed force, without any consultation 
with Gov. Harvey, or the slightest intimation of their purpose, 
to expel trespassers from the disputed territory, the latter 
demanded an explanation, and received such an answer as led 
him to muster his forces for a bloody resistance to what he 
deemed an encroachment upon the jurisdiction of his sovereign. 
This collision struck out the sparks of war; and the consequences 
are well known. Menace was met by menace, insult by 
insult, and military preparations on one side by similar muster- 
ings in hot haste on the other. The disputed territory began 
to bristle with bayonets ; the patriotism of Maine, and the 
loyally of New Brunswick, were panting fiercely for blood ; 
and the two leading nations of Christendom were on the eve 
of a most disastrous war, all because our own governor started 
on the war-principle, instead of the peace-principle, to secure 
our alleged rights. Had Gov. Fairfield merely apprized Gov. 
Harvey of the steps which the Legislature of Maine thought 
necessary for the preservation of the public property, and 
courteously asked his cooperation or acquiescence in the exe- 
cution of their resolves, lie would probably have returned as 
favorable an answer as he had done to Gov. Kent, and offered, 
as he virtually did, to employ all the means at his command 
for the very object at which we ourselves were aiming. And 
how has the difficulty been put to rest for the present? Not 
by the preparations for war on either side, but by the pacific 
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policy recommended by the two national governments concern- 
ed in the case, and by the conciliatory measures employed by 
Gen. Scott to allay the feverish excitement of the parties con- 
tiguous to the bone of contention. 

3. Termination of the War in Florida. Its Progress 
and Results. — The history of this paltry and disastrous war is 
familiar to all our readers. Mr. Benton, in his late speech 
before the Senate of the United States, thus sketches its 
results : 

" Troops have been tried, and have failed in accomplishing the 
object. Every species of troops has been tried — have made cam- 
paigns and fought battles for three years, and have done all that men 
could be expected to do under such circumstances, and they have 
suffered more than men ought to be required to suffer in such a 
war; and all without accomplishing the object. Three years have 
been consumed in military operations ; and at what cost, and with 
what results ? At the cost in money, of nearly twenty millions of 
dollars; in lives, of nearly forty officers, killed, or died of wounds, 
or of the climate ; of many wounded; of nearly four hundred soldiers 
killed and wounded of the regular army; besides heavy losses 
among the militia and volunteers. This is the cost! and what are 
the results? The results are, four counties of Florida depopulated 
— the Indians ravaging the country from Cape Sable to the Okefeno- 
kee swamp — the frontiers of Georgia attacked — depredations carried 
to the suburbs of St. Augustine and Tallahassee — the light-house at 
Florida Point burnt and destroyed — shipwrecked mariners on the 
coast of Florida massacred — and all cultivation suspended over a 
large tract of country, part of which was settled and cultivated under 
the dominion of Spain, when Florida was a province of that king- 
dom. These are the results, after three years of military operations 
— after this great cost in money and in lives." 

A Florida paper of June 6, gives a picture still more 
shocking : 

"We have lately traversed the country 300 miles from the Chatta- 
hoochee, to the St. Johns, and witnessed along the whole route, 
plantation after plantation abandoned, and house after house desolate 
or in ashes; while a tale of horror was connected with each, and 
mounds by the way-side marked the silent resting-places of the 
murdered inhabitants. In the midst of the most populous district, 
we have gone from one family, dead and dying, weltering in the 
heart's fresh blood, to witness where a similar massacre hud become 
the fate of another; and in the cabin of the remote settler, have we 
listened to a narration of the nightly assassinations, which, destroy- 
ing his neighbors, had left him alone in the wilderness. The con- 
flagration of property, or murder of whole families, ceases to appal, 
from its very frequency ! but we doubt whether, in the weakest period 
of our nation's history, there was ever beheld such a spectacle of 
melancholy desolation, as Florida now presents in this proud day of 
the nation's glory. Were but the tithe truly portrayed abroad, a 
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sympathy would be aroused, though now the whole appears either 
unknown or unfelt. Hundreds of northern newspapers are filled 
with 'sufferings of the array,' while slight commiseration is express- 
ed for the annihilation of iiimily after family, though the history of 
the United States never recorded such frequent and horrible 
examples." 

Here are the legitimate results of the war-principle ; but 
mark the effects of the peace-principle, though employed 
under circumstances extremely unfavorable from the reaction 
of war measures in spreading among the Indians jealousy, 
hatred, and revenge. After an immense waste of treasure and 
blood, apparently to no purpose, the government at length 
resolved to try the effect of kind, pacific overtures, and sent 
Gen. Macomb on this errand of conciliation. 

Gen. Macomb's Report to the War Department, dated 
May 22, details the progress and results of this mission. He 
found the Indians, who had been so long hunted like partridges, 
and so often treated with the basest treachery, so full of sus- 
picion, and so bent on revenge, that it was well nigh impossi- 
ble to open any friendly communication with them. He tried 
a variety of expedients; but, while large forces were muster- 
ing in almost every direction, still 

"The Indians, dividing themselves into small parties, penetrated 
the settlements, committed some murders, and fired from their 
coverts on the expresses and passengers going from post to post. 

"Under these indications, it was the general belief that no com- 
munication could be opened with the hostile parties, especially as it 
had been given out that the Indians would on no account receive 
any messengers, but would destroy any person that might approach 
them with a flag. This threat having been executed more than 
once, confirmed the opinion that it was worse than useless to 
attempt to communicate with them. Finding at Garey's Ferry a 
party of prisoners, consisting of one man and two well-grown lads, 
and a number of women and children, amounting in all to eighteen, 
it occurred to me that, by treating them kindly, I might, through 
their instrumentality, communicate with the hostile bands. Accord- 
ingly, I set them at liberty, and sent them into the country in search 
of their friends, that they might make known to them and the Indians 
generally, the object of my coming among them. General Taylor 
also sent out his Indians, in whose sincerity and honesty he had 
great confidence. This first attempt to open a communication 
entirely failed, General Taylor's Indians having left, him and joined 
the hostile party below Tampa, and those sent by me returned 
without seeing any whatever. In the mean time, reports were 
received of the continued hostilities of the Indians, and of their 
attacking defenceless people and killing them. 

"Knowing the slowness of the Indians in performing any matter 
of national importance,! did not yield to the general belief that none 
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would attend my invitation, and I had the gratification to receive a 
visit from a young chief of considerable importance, accompanied 
by seven young active warriors. I explained to the chief the object 
of my mission, telling him that his great father (the President) was 
sorry that there had been so much fighting between his white and 
red children, and that for their good he recommended them to cease 
firing on each other, and make peace. The chief expressed himself 
greatly delighted with the prospect of peace. I told him that if the 
whole nation retired below Pease creek, hostilities would cease, 
and that they might remain there until further arrangements could 
be made. He again expressed his gladness at hearing what I said, 
and promised that he would take my communication, and spread it 
around, being persuaded that it would be well received by all his 
people. In a few days after, he collected a considerable party of his 
people, consisting of men, women, and children, and paid me another 
visit. I repeated to him, in their presence, the same ' talk,' and they 
seemed all pleased with it. I then made them some presents, after 
which they departed, much gratified, for they were all in a most 
destitute condition as to clothing and other necessaries. 

" On the 17th inst., Lt. Col. Harney, of the 2d dragoons, who had 
previously received my directions to open a communication with 
the Indians in the southern portion of the peninsula, near Key 
Biscayne, arrived with Chitto-Tustenugge, principal chief of the 
Seminoles, who had been recently elected by a council held by the 
Seminoles and Micasukies. Chitto-Tustenugge expressed a great 
desire that the business on which he was called to meet me, might 
be speedily attended to. Accordingly, on the next day a meeting 
was held, composed of Chitto-Tustenugge, attended by O-che-Hadjo, 
a brother of Blue-Snake, who came with him to witness the pro- 
ceedings, at the request of the council of the nation, and Harlock- 
Hadjo, chief of the Micasukies in this section of the country, and 
all his band that had not been despatched by him to call in the 
warriors who were out in detached parties. After going through 
the usual ceremonies among Indians of shaking hands and smoking, 
I explained to the meeting who I was, and the object of my mission 
among them, at which they immediately evinced great satisfaction. 
I then dictated to them the terms of peace, which they readily 
accepted, manifesting great joy on the occasion; and they have since 
been dancing and singing according to their fashion, in token of 
friendship and peace, in which many of our officers joined them, all 
being satisfied of the sincerity of the respective parties." 

We have copied all of Gen. Macomb's letter to the Secre- 
tary of War, that has any particular bearing on the point under 
consideration. We regard it as a very important document 
for our cause, inasmuch as it throws light on the grand princi- 
ple in dispute between the friends of peace and the advocates 
of the war-system, viz., that all just objects which can ever be 
obtained by war, can be secured, with more certainty, and far 
less sacrifice, by amicable negotiation and friendly demon- 
strations. 
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To the truth of this principle the letter before us gives 
strong testimony. It is, indeed, only one out of many, but 
still an important one. The war in Florida had been pro- 
tracted for years, to our utter disgrace, though without any 
neglect of means or efforts to merit such disgrace. All the 
disposable force of the United States had been employed, under 
the ablest generals; millions of dollars had been expended, and 
thousands of valuable lives sacrificed ; but up to the day of 
Gen. Macomb's arrival at the seat of war, the prospect of 
peace was as distant as ever. Here, then, was a long and a 
thorough trial of getting satisfaction on the war-principle of 
military compulsion, and this with every possible advantage on 
the side of the assailants. And what was the result? Not 
only was no submission produced, but the Indians appear to 
have been only the more exasperated and vindictive. They 
not only murdered every defenceless person they could see, 
but absolutely refused to receive any overture for peace, and 
threatened to " destroy any person that might approach them 
with a flag ;" a conduct which, indeed, they had been taught 
by their white adversaries, who had treacherously seized as 
prisoners those who came by invitation to treat with them. 

On taking the command, Gen. Macomb reversed the whole 
order of proceedings. Whether he had a deeper insight into 
the true policy, or whether he had read the demonstrations of 
the friends of peace, we know not; but it is clear, that he 
threw aside the long-established maxims of the military com- 
mander, and adopted the more righteous and effectual principles 
of the Christian. His whole success was owing to that change. 
He liberated several prisoners, making known through them his 
wishes for peace, and his readiness to enter into negotiations 
for it. The consequences of this measure are fully stated in 
the report. In a few days a cordial pacification was produced, 
and in a few more followed by a solemn treaty of peace, 
which years of military operations, under every superiority of 
advantages, and with immense sacrifices, could not have effect- 
ed, and on terms which nothing short of extermination could 
have procured by war. 

We are well aware it may be said, that the distressed state 
to which the Indians were reduced by war, was the reason of 
their accepting the terms of peace ; and, therefore, that their 
submission, though immediately effected by pacific overtures, 
was in reality the result of previous war measures. But this 
opinion is unsupported by the slightest fact or evidence. It is 
true the Indians were much reduced and distressed ; but to 
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this they are accustomed in all their numerous wars ; and who, 
that knows aught of Indian character, does not know that they 
never yield from such circumstances to compulsion ? They 
were quite as desirous of peace when in a more comfortable 
and powerful state ; and nothing prevented the continuance of 
it, but the insatiable demands of the whites, and the bad faith 
exhibited in their negotiations ; while in their subsequent dis- 
tressed state, it appears they had no thought of sueing for peace, 
and were animated by more inveterate vindictiveness than ever. 

We do not undertake to predict that this peace will be per- 
manent and unbroken ; for we are aware that the white settlers 
in Florida and the vicinity will never be satisfied till the poor 
Indians are removed from the pittance of land left them, to the 
possession of which they have a far better claim than those 
who would dispossess them. But this will not affect the valid- 
ity of our argument. The peace is made and ratified, and 
made by the means we recommend, and will doubtless be 
faithfully observed by the Indians. If it is again broken, the 
war will be a new one, and the consequence only of the rapa- 
cious cupidity of our own countrymen. 

It is obvious, from the series of examples we have given, 
that measures of conciliation between nations are always more 
effectual in obtaining redress than menaces or acts of compul- 
sion. They were manifestly so in the instance before us ; 
and we think these transactions a fair exemplification of the 
general principle. We do not pretend that the evidence is so 
striking or satisfactory as the long peace of the Quaker govern- 
ment of Pennsylvania, or the safety of the same class of 
Christians in the civil war of Ireland; but every new case of 
this kind is a corroboration of the general doctrine, as it goes to 
refute the allegation that any particular case is sui generis, and 
no example of others. There are no circumstances of this 
event peculiarly favorable to the view we take. If measures 
of coercion are totally ineffectual when employed against a 
weak, disorganized, and ignorant foe, are they not more likely 
to be so, when directed against one whose power, civilization 
and resources are more equal, or even superior to our own ? 
If appeals to the honor and justice of a people reputed to be 
barbarous, treacherous and vindictive, are thus triumphant in 
their results, are they totally powerless when addressed to those 
who profess a religion of benevolence, and pride themselves on 
national faith, and magnanimous self-restriction from wrong ? 
If success can be derived from peaceful negotiations in obtain- 
ing demands so decidedly unjust and oppressive as ours were 



48 



Receipts. 



[Aug., 1839. 



in the present instance, the compulsion of which has been 
vigorously resisted to the last moment of its employment, can 
it ever be despaired of by the same means, when the, right is 
believed to be on our own side — the only case in which war is 
justified — and when the representation of it is made to nations 
fully capable of appreciating it? 

This case, the more it is studied, will be found more fully to 
confirm the general peace principle, that in all cases more can 
be obtained from foreign powers, and with far less cost, by 
compromising conciliation than by fierce and menacing demand 
of right; and that the former is always the truest policy, as 
well as the highest honor of Christian nations. 

Funds. Jl Good Example. — We received a letter with $5, a few days ago, from an 
excellent friend of our cause, stating that, on learning from our last the wants of our 
Society, he had " easily collected that sum from a few friends," and adding, that he 
was " persuaded nearly every minister might do the same, if there were but a determina- 
tion ; and I hope none will fail to respond to your appeal. The principles of peace are 
fiom above, and they must be spread through our warring world." 

Advocate. — With much reluctance, our Committee have concluded, as the best thing 
they could in prudence attempt, to issue our periodical once in two months for the present 
year. Subscribers will receive in due time all the numbers to which their subscription 
entitles them. This curtailment will still leave us in want of considerably more money 
than we have ever received in any one year ; and we hope our friends will spontaneously 
send us all in their power. Various departments of our enterprise are sadly languishing 
for want of funds. 
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